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A MAN, A PAN, A FAN: FREDDY SEZ

Even at 83, Freddy “Sez” Schuman is still the Yankees’ —and Fordham
football’'s—most dedicated fan.
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STUDENTS SELL IDS
ON CRAIGSLIST

Students try to sell IDs for admittance to U2 concert.
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Central Park
Carriage Rides
to Halt?

By GABRIELLE LINZER
Features Co-Editor

It’'s your one-year anniversary,
and you've planned a classic, ro-
mantic evening for your significant
other, who will be astronomically
impressed by your meticulous plan-
ning and excessive thoughtfulness.
You’ll buy them a dozen roses, eat
a candlelit dinner at Nougatine and
take a horse drawn carriage ride
around Central Park. A flawless ar-
rangement, except when you arrive
at the edge of Central Park, you
discover that horse-drawn carriage
rides in New York City have been
permanently banned. Since you’re
the ideal mate, youre obviously
made equally exhilarating back-up
plan, but the rest of the population,
which is far less scrupulous, had bet-
ter begin researching alternate date
activities.

Recently, City Hall has been in
turmoil over two proposed bills
concerning the horse-drawn car-
riages that line the outskirts of Cen-
tral Park, just a mere block from
Fordham College at Lincoln Center
(FCLC). Councilman Tony Avella
(D-Bayside) has proposed a bill
that would ban the carriage horse

see HORSES pg. 15
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Carriage horses may soon be gal-
loping toward unemployment.
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“We joined a rock and roll
band to get out of going to college,
but maybe if it looked like this,
things could have been differ-
ent,” U2’s frontman, Bono, said
during the March 6 performance
at Fordham University’s Rose Hill
campus. While the band may have
missed out on college, U2 gave
Fordham students an unforget-
table experience.

U2’s performance was amaz-
ing, mesmerizing and just all-
around awesome. Even though the

band only performed for about

half an hour, they made every
second count with a boundless
amount of energy that they put
into new and old songs alike.

The concert was staged for U2’s
live appearance on “Good Morn-
ing America” (“GMA”) in support
of their new album “No Line On
The Horizon.” By 6 a.m., Edward’s
Parade was already half full with
students who rolled out of bed
early to see the concert that took
only two weeks to plan, according
to Bob Howe, director of commu-
nications at Fordham. Rose Hill
staff kept the security line that
wrapped around the campus mov-
ing at a quick pace.

At 8 a.m., Bono, The Edge,
Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen,
Jr. slowly emerged from Keat-
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U2 Gives Fordham a “Beautiful Day”

LUKE VILLAPAZ/THE OBSERVER

U= took the stage at 8 a.m. on March 6 before an audience of thousands of students and faculty for Fordham’s most memorable event of the year.

ing Hall. Bono took a cue from
the crowd and shouted, “It’s F.U.
time!” before the band launched
into a performance of their cur-
rent single, “Get On Your Boots.”
About halfway through the song,
Bono, decked out in his trademark
wraparound sunglasses, jumped
out onto a small extension of the
stage that put him within inches
of the front row. The highlight of
the song was the bridge, during
which Bono pumped his fist and
chanted, “Let me in the sound!”
as Mullen, Jr. slammed onto the
drums while supplying backing
vocals with The Edge.

Bono then introduced U2 as “a
little combo from the north side
of Dublin” and said, “Hope you
like our new direction,” before

the Edge’s rumbling guitar sound
shook through the crowd. Bono
soon had us waving our hands in
time with the backing synthesizer
as the band launched into “Mag-
nificent,” one of the strongest
songs on their new album. The
shimmering sound of The Edge’s
guitar echoed over the audience
who loudly voiced their approval
of the new song.

As the band prepared for the
next song, Bono asked Mullen, Jr.
what his major would have been in
college. “The major key,” Mullen,
Jr. deadpanned. “T'll Go Crazy If
I Don’t Go Crazy Tonight” was
dedicated to Friday nights at
Fordham. The energetic pop-rock

see U2 pg. 12

How Strong is Fordham’s
Catholic Identity?

By CASEY FELDMAN
News Editor

Even though Fordham was
founded as a Jesuit school, many
disagree on the current state of
the University’s Catholic identity,
and even on how Catholic iden-
tity should be defined. Some argue
that Fordham’s Catholic identity is
strong and evolving, while others
say that it is struggling—and that,
without a concerted effort, it is im-

possible for Fordham not to become
secularized. To address this topic,
Campus Mission and Ministry held
an event in late February that dis-
cussed the University’s Catholic
identity and how to bolster it.

Peter Steinfels, co-director of
Fordham’s Center on Religion and
Culture, said, “There is an underly-
ing undertow toward secularization
in higher education. You've got to
have some kind of intentional, de-

liberate strategy to prevent yourself
from being carried away by that.
Jesuit schools, which are generally
cosmopolitan, try to attract the best
scholars. They struggle with that a
lot.”

Helen Lee, Fordham College at
Lincoln Center (FCLC) ’11, a prac-
ticing Catholic and a theology ma-
jor, said she feels that while Ford-

see CATHOLIC pg. 2
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25 RANDOM THINGS YOU MAY NOT
KNOW ABOUT ME

The Observer got bored at four in the
morning, succumbed to peer pressure
and finally made one of these things :)
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RIHANNA AND CHRIS
BROWN DRAMA

Is the media missing the real
scandal about young people
and abusive relationships?
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The Student Voice of Fordham College at Lincoln Center
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Governor Paterson
Reconsiders Stance on
Power Plant Emissions

Environmental groups are in-
furiated that Paterson “appears
to have” altered state rules to
now allow power plants more
“leeway
to release
greater
amounts
of emis-
sions at no
additional
cost,” ac-
cording to the New York Times.
His administration said that
Paterson “was concerned the
[rules] might unfairly burden
the energy industry.”
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Senate Majority Courts
GOP Support on
Transit Plan

The New York Times reported
that the new transit plan calls
for a “payroll tax on employ-
ers in the 12-county region
served by the authority” and
for tolls on the bridges over
the Harlem and East rivers. It
would also increase the fare
eight percent on subways, buses
and commuter trains. Backers
of the plan say the success of
the proposal may come down
to “winning over a handful of
Republicans.”

Lowest Levelsin12
Years, Unemployment
Highest in 25 Years

The New York Times called
last week a “week of battering
sell-offs.” Analysts, accord-
ing to the Times, said that the
“grim unemployment numbers
highlighted concerns that
the economics in the United
States and across the world
are weaker than policymakers
have believed.” It was also an-
nounced Friday that unemploy-
ment has risen to 8.1 percent.

Most Bribery and
Corruption Charges
Against Former Ala-
bama Governor Upheld
According to the New York
Times, prosecutors said Don
Siegelman appointed Health-
South CEO Richard Scrushy to
a hospital board in exchange for
Scrushy arranging $500,000
in contributions to Siegelman’s
campaign. All bribery, con-
spiracy and obstruction charges
were upheld except two. A
Democrat, Siegelman has
argued that his prosecution was
“pushed by Republicans, includ-
ing former White House adviser
Karl Rove.”

Zimbahwean Prime
Minister Injured and
Wife Killed in “Suspi-
cious” Car Crash

Morgan Tsvangirai, Prime
Minister of Zimbabwe, was
injured and his wife killed when
the driver of a large truck re-
portedly fell asleep at the wheel
on Friday. According to the New
York Times, the crash comes
less than a month after Tsvan-
girai was sworn in as Prime
Minister, and many have called
the accident “'suspicious.” The
Times reported that Tsvangirai
has been the victim of multiple
assassination attempts.

Compiled by Casey Feldman
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What Defines a Catholic Identity?
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ham’s Catholic identity is strong,
she has seen the pull toward secu-
larization and feels that the admin-
istration sometimes sends “mixed
messages.”

She said that she is confused
by Fordham’s seemingly ambiva-
lent stance on “The Vagina Mono-
logues,” in which the school states
that it cannot sponsor the show, yet
the show is still allowed to run. She
also pointed out the fact that ISIS,
a student club, funds the show—
and that ISIS, presumably, uses the
student activities funds they receive
from the University to do this.

“Fordham could tighten its
Catholic identity in this instance by
not only maintaining a firm posi-
tion, but by dedicating the month of
February to promoting events that
focus on respect for women from a
Catholic perspective,” she said.

Steinfels expressed concern for
the state of Fordham’s Catholic
identity.

“If you look at certain exterior
things, like the calendar and the
events that are going on, you would
think that [Fordham is a] really
distinctly Catholic institution of
higher education in the best sense,”
he said. He mentioned liturgical
events, lectures and provisions for
those of other faiths as examples.

“On that external and, I say with
hesitation, superficial basis, Ford-
ham is doing OK,” he said.

However, he said he feels that
the “student experience” at Ford-
ham may not be so different from
the student experience at a secular
university.

“Sometimes I think that 80 per-
cent of higher education takes place
[outside the classroom]. Sometimes
I get signs that make me think that
the experience of students at Ford-
ham, the questions they think are
important...what they grapple
with... is not that much different
than [it is] at NYU,” he said.

For some, however, Fordham’s
sometimes uneven Catholic iden-
tity is a plus. Holly Hughes, FCLC
’12, said she classifies herself as
agnostic. She said that she came to
Fordham despite its religious affili-
ation, because of its directing pro-
gram. She said, “I thought Fordham
[would make Catholicism] more of
a factor in my everyday life than it
is. Ireally don’t have to do anything
religious if I don’t want to [at Ford-
ham].” Hughes said this was unlike
some other schools to which she
was accepted which required and
graded weekly chapel attendance.

Steinfels said the strength of a
school’s Catholic identity can be
judged on scholarly research, the
student experience and “the degree
of attention” paid to the history of
Catholicism and the issues that the
Church faces in contemporary so-
ciety.

“That is the test for me. Is there
more attention, not necessarily un-
critical attention, [paid] to those
questions that the Church faces
and the traditions that the Church
has had?” he said.

He said, “What wouldn’t be my
test [of how Catholic a school is] is
whether the school has a speaker
who is... known to be at odds with
Catholic teaching... or whether the
school makes room for a gay and
lesbian student organization. Those
are the things that get blown up in
the press, and what gets ignored is
whether the learning experience
or the atmosphere of student life
is somehow substantively differ-
ent than it might be [at a secular
school].”

Steinfels mentioned question-
ing the students in his Senior Val-
ues class about the Jesuit influence
on their education. “I asked my
students: what difference would it
make if all the [Catholic influence]
was wiped out? They pretty unani-
mously thought it would make
a difference, and when I pressed
them for [specifics], most pointed

to the required theology courses...
They had a hard time pointing to
other things. That raised questions
in my mind.”

Steinfels, who attended Loyola
University Chicago, a Jesuit school,
said he thinks that his undergradu-
ate history, literature and philoso-
phy courses were “more important
than theology courses in raising
fundamental religious questions
and giving me a sense, both good
and bad, of Catholic tradition,” he
said. “I'm not sure how much that
exists outside theology courses at
Fordham.”

He cited his 20th Century Euro-
pean History course as an example,
in which the church’s failure to
deal with the Holocaust was given
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Some students and faculty say that they feel Fordham’s Catholic identity is ambiguous.

faith.

Steinfels commented on Ford-
ham’s preeminent Medieval Histo-
ry program, which he said “makes
sense” in the context of a Catholic
school.

“There’s no reason that a Catho-
lic school couldn’t also have courses
in Catholic writers, for example,”
he said.

Maureen Tilley, visiting profes-
sor of theology at FCLC, said that
while she feels Fordham is “secure”
in its Catholic identity, “most insti-
tutions, including Fordham, could
be better at ‘hiring for mission’ in
order to support the school’s goals
and identity.

Steinfels wrote a speech that was
distributed at the Catholic identity

There is an underlying undertow toward
secularization in higher education. You've got
to have some kind of intentional, deliberate
strategy to prevent yourself from

being carried away by that.

“hardly uncritical” but “impor-
tant” attention.

Lee agreed that Catholic ideals
could be better incorporated into
Fordham classes.

“I find that in classes that are
not theology courses, or in classes
where the professor is not religious,
Catholicism is often condemned.
While Catholic teachings should
not be forced into a class curricu-
lum, they certainly have a place in
the study of history, literature and
philosophy,” she said.

Rev. Patrick J. Ryan, S.J., vice
president of Mission and Ministry,
pointed out ways in which the Uni-
versity incorporates Catholic and
ethical ideals both in the classroom
and out in various departments.
As an example, he cited last year’s
main stage theatre production of
“Life is a Dream,” which dealt with
questions of religion, free will and

— PETER STEINFELS, co-director

of the Center on Religion and Culture

event. In it he wrote that Catholic
institutes of higher education must
“recognize that the future of Catho-
lic identity is inescapably linked to
hiring practices.” He called hiring
for mission a “delicate” subject, but
he stressed the fact that hiring for
mission does not necessarily mean
hiring only Catholics.

Tilley said, “What you will look
for is that the people you hire have
sympathy with the Catholic mission
of the University and are willing
to support that. Very often strong
supporters of the Catholic iden-
tity of the University will be people
who aren’t Catholic, but who real-
ize that this is a Catholic institu-
tion and that there are a lot of good
things” about Fordham because of
its Catholicism. As examples, she
mentioned the University’s Jesuit
pedagogy, its strong emphasis on
social justice issues and Fordham’s

GO! trips.

Brian Rose, professor of com-
munication and media studies,
said he feels that Fordham’s Jesuit
identity is stronger now than it was
when he was hired 20 years ago—
and that incoming faculty now
have a clearer idea of the role Ford-
ham’s Jesuit foundation will play in
their classes. He said he feels that
Fordham’s Catholic identity “may
be uncertain for students, but it is
certainly clear for new employees.”

Steinfels said he feels that, when
hiring, Fordham should consider,
“along with the expected academ-
ic qualifications, research and...
teaching ability... [if] this person
has some special interest and con-
cern in their research agenda and
teaching style that make him or
her particularly appropriate to our
kind of school.” He exemplified
professors with a specific interest
in science or religion or professors
with an interest in the relationship
between gender roles and religion.

Keith Eldredge, dean of stu-
dents at FCLC, discussed how stu-
dent affairs takes the University’s
mission into account when hiring.
He stressed the fact that Jesuit ide-
als dictate more than just not dis-
tributing birth control on campus.
“[When] folks... come to interview
for student affairs... I often say,
‘What does it mean to come and
work at a Jesuit Catholic univer-
sity?” And sometimes the conversa-
tion quickly turns to, ‘Well, I know
that the church’s teachings on X, Y
and Z dictate certain things hap-
pen on campus...” And I say, ‘Okay,
that’s true, but let’s broaden it out.
And we talk about the student af-
fairs mission statement and cura
personalis and how we try to em-
body that,” he said.

According to Steinfels, Ford-
ham’s Catholic identity must be
built from the bottom up, starting
with faculty. He mentioned the
“limitations” of what the admin-
istration can do to shape a strong
Catholic identity. “The character of
the University is really going to be
determined primarily by... wide-
spread ideas among faculty and the
[student affairs] staff,” he said.



