Eye on the road,
‘hand off the phone

A new government
website warns against
the perils of driving
while distracted.

By Chris Mondics
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

A U.S. Department of
Transportation website warn-
ing of the dangers of distract-
ed driving launched on Tues-
day and features a video me-
morial for Casey Feldman, a
college student from Spring-
field, Delaware County,
killed in 2009 when she was
struck in a pedestrian cross-
walk in Ocean City by a deliv-
ery van. |

The video, which can be ac-
cessed on the DOT home
page and on caseyfeldman-
- foundation.org, features Feld-
man’s mother, Dianne, and
friends reflecting on the loss
and warning of the heartache

Casey Feldman (left) of
Springfield, Delaware County,
killed in 2009, is the subject
of a memorial on the website.

and havoc that can ensue
from a moment of inattention
at the wheel.

“We hope these stories will
cause some of us to rethink
our responsibilities as driv-
ers,” said Casey Feldman’s fa-
ther, Joel, a prominent Phila-
delphia trial lawyer. “We are
proof that tragedies can hap-
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The video, shot at the Feld-
mans’ home in January, ap-
pears with video memorials
of other accident victims
killed by distracted drivers,
under the title “Faces of Dis-

tracted Driving.” The site
also includes statements
from U.S. Transportation Sec-
retary Ray LaHood, statistics
and studies, and news feeds
on the issue.

“No message or call is
worth the risk [of distrac-
tion],” LaHood says.

Federal statistics indicate
about 5,500 people are
killed each year on Ameri-
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can roadways by drivers
chatting on cell phones, tex-
ting, operating navigation

systems, grooming, and en-

gaging in other activities
that divert attention from
the road. ;

Casey Feldman’s death
July 17, 2009, along with
that of Alexis Cohen, of
Allentown, a former Ameri-
can Idol contestant killed in
a hit-and-run in Seaside
Heights a few days later,
helped focus attention on pe-
destrian traffic fatalities and
played a role in the enact-
ment of legislation imposing
stiff fines on New Jérsey
drivers who fail to yield to
pedestrians in a crosswalk.

The DOT website includes
a half-dozen other video tes-
timonials from families and
friends of victims, some of
whom were involved in

crashes because theg them-

selves either were texting or
talking on cell phones while
driving.

Police say the accident
that took Casey Feldman’s
life did not involve a cell
phone.

Feldman, a 21-year-old stu-
dent at Fordham University,
who had been walking to
her job at a boardwalk res-
taurant, had been in the pe-
destrian crosswalk at least
five seconds before she was

struck, police say. The call

log on the driver’s cell
phone showed that he had
not been on the phone at
the time, police said.

He was cited for careless
driving and failing to yield
to a pedestrian in a cross-
walk.

Contact staff writer Chris

‘Mondics at 215-854-5957 or

cmondics@phillynews.com. ()
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